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PARIS ACTRESS SEMINOFF, WHO A Cossack General and a Painter of

..
Pastel Portrait Masks J LERSNERSEES FOCH TO WARK

- -

MADS FIGHT ON LED COSSACKS, NEW INVASION BRITISHAGAINST

THEATREUNION

Hmo. Suzanne Despres,

Barred by Syndicate, Urges
Artists' Strike.

JIAY COME TO AMERICA

Dcclnrcs if Boycott Extends to
Provinces She "Will Quit

Trance.

nr LAunEXCB hills.
Huff Correspondent of Tnt Scn and New
Ton Hebald. CopyrigU, 15, by Tat Scn
and New Yobk Herald.
Tms, May 8. Theatrical unionism

In France is engaging In a battle with
ii woman which promises to be the
most interesting and perhaps the most
irreconcilable in the annals of organized
labor. Her sense of Justice aroused
by what she considers tle tyrannical
rulo of the theatrical unions, Mme.
Suzanne, Despres, ono of tho greatest
French tragediennes, the Idol of tens
of thousands of Parisian theatregoers
and a woman of great charm and of
very Intense artistic temperament, is
cut for a fight to the finish.

Because Mme. Despres refused to
submit to restrictions Imposed by the
theatrical union she has been banned
from the theatres of Paris. She pro
tested vigorously against this ban and
Is preparing to tako the lead in a
nationwide theatrical strike In which
the long debated issue of tho employ
ment of only "syndicate" actors and
actresses in French theatres will be
fought to the bitter end. i

The actors' union now Insists that
managers employ no more than 10 per
cent of non-unio- n talent In any one bill,
Mme. Despres protested energetically
against such a rule, asserting that the
managers have and must retain the
rlrht to employ any one whom they con
alder capable of supporting his or her
role properly.

The syndicate In answer to this protest
Instructed her managers that they must
remove her name from the bills by the
end of the week. The tragedienne ad-

mits that ehe had never opposed unions
before, but now she declares most em-
phatically that she will never affiliate
herself with them. The result of this
attitude will be that no theatre can con-

tent to present her for fear that the
syndicate will retaliate by calling out
the other employees.

Jlrae. Despres'a latest role was that of
the mother In the powerful drama "La
Captive." by M. Ercs, which was played
at the Theatre Antotne. During a tragic
fcene of the drama In which the traged-

ienne made a fervid plea for motherh-

ood she evoked such deep emotions that
the audiences were held In spellbound

.Hence and all eyes overflowed with
tears.

If the provinces accept theattltude
taken by the Farls union, Mme. Despres
6aya that she will leave the French

'stage and seek success In Belgium, Engl-

and and tho United States.
The power of tho stage scene shifters

and other theatre workers, who repre-
sent the majority In the theatrical union,
to regulate the French stage is arousing
bitter comment for. It is pointed out,
such a state of affairs Is likely to re-

mit In an exodus of all the great French
artists.

The union's tendency to Ignore the
traditional rights' of authors and actors
was manifested recently when the
unionized scenery workers refused to al-
low the continuance of Nozlere's play
"La Vie Est Belle," on the grounds that
It contained allusions which wounded
tho susceptibilities of the "long sufferi-
ng laborer."

In this case, however, negotiations re-

moved many objections, and the play
was taken to another theatre, where the
unexpected publicity contributed In maki-
ng it an unqualified success. The
play's warmest commentators were
found among members of other unions,
who maintained that a high degree of
artistry should not be sacrificed be-

cause of an occasional sarcastic refere-

nce to. labor's Ideals.

SHORTAGE OF COINS
DELAYS PARIS DRIVE

Authorities Postpone Mothers'
Day Until May 30.

tptcitl Cable Deipatch to Tnt Su.v and New
Yoik Hebald. Copyright, W, by Tan 8c
io New Yobk IIebald.
Paris, May 8. The shortage of

bronze and silver coins In Paris caused
Mthe authorities to postpone until May

J') "the Mothers of Large Famines-Day,- "

during which a drive Is to be
made for the benefit of o'Atra. By that
time, it is expected, the new Chamber of
Commerce paper money for 1 franc and
10 centimes will be In circulation.

In any kind of drive undertaken
bow In Paris a line collection . would
mult of stamps and pieces of card
board Issued by the neighborhood gro-f-er

or butcher, for email chango Is and
M bun for quite a while so scarce

that the Parisians accept its absence
almost as a permanent thing.

MONEYLESS MARKET
IN BERLIN SUBURB

'Articles Will Be Exchanged
There for Food.

httiii Cable Deipatch to Tat 3cm and New
'Mr Herald. Copyright, VXf. by Tn ScX

o Ktw Yobk Hebald.
Berlin, ifav 8. A moneyless market
W be established. In Halensee. a

Wealthy suburb of Berlin, where farm
PrOdUct nnt nn th rat Inn Hutu, cloth- -

hoes, varn nnd candles may be
'hanged.
However, the principal business. It Is
pected, will be In eggs and vegetables.

will give an opportunity to the
'ddls class, who are hardest hit by

increase In tho price of all neces
ti, to obtain food In exchange for

clothing and other taples.

NOW REFUGEE INTO GERMANY 6ERMANARMY

'Too Drunk Most of Time to

Be Responsible,' Says

Defender.

WORST CHARGES DENIED

Confidential
t

Report Dis

covered by Social Revolu-

tionists at Vladivostok. '

Spteitl Correspondent to The Sox and New
Yoik Herald.

Copyright, 10, by Tat Scn and New Yobk
Hebald.

Tokio, April 10. Ataman Scmlnoff,

who lorded It over eastern Siberia as

the chief of the Cossack triumvirate,

hated by tho Russians, despised by the
Americans and In ifrequent clashes
with the Czechs, and who Is y

somewhere in the Siberian hinterlands,
being hunted down by the Russian
nods, has finally found a defender.
This Is Lieut. Bellakovsky, for-

merly of the Russian intelligence serv-

ice, who was detached to watch Semi-no- ft

and make a confidential report on

his activities to Gen. Rosanoff, for-

mer commander of the Vladivostok
fortified zone, who was, it is worthy
of note in passing", a direct subordi-

nate of the man he was securing a
report on.

Lieut Bellakovsky exonerated Scml-
noff of some of the worst charges
against him, explaining that this re-

cent commander-in-chie- f of all the

forces of the threo Priampr Provinces"
was too drunk most of the time to be
responsible for anything.

The confidential report on Semlnofl
was found by the Social Revolutionists
of Vladivostok among the documents
left behind him when Rosanoff made his
hurried exit aboard a commandeered
steamer when the Kolchak government
crashed and the Partisans seized the
seaport with the various expeditionary
forces looking on. It describes Seml-no- ff

as "a good man, even perhaps hon-

est and a gentleman, but extremely weak
and vacillating and easily Influenced by
others. Ho Is an ambitious, fanatical
Cossack who has surrounded himself
only with Cossacks."

Surrounded by Criminals.
Naming the Immediate circle sur-

rounding Semlnoff the list led with tho
name of Gen.-Maj- or Afanaslev. the mili-

tary assistant "a criminal leader of
," and ended with that of

"Mashka, tho Gypsy- ,- Semlnoffs mis-

tress, an singer, who paid
frequent visits to Tokio, Pekln and
Shanghai, where she lived In regal
luxury and claimed to be 5lme. Seml-

noff. Lieut Bellakovsky explained:
"These people have surrounded Seml-

noff closely with a vicious circle to pre-

vent any outside Influence reaching him.
and they arc him to the edge of
a precipice, taking the fullest advantage
of his weaknesses and faults. To them
belonirs the blame for the trouble that
has arisen between Semlnoff and Kol
chak. while, realizing that their own po-

sitions are possible only in the orgy of
sedition, they are prolonging as far as
possible the disturbed conditions and
playing upon the false ambitions of
their chief. By pretending to have un- -
Is kent In lenorance. while they have
Isolated Semlnoff from the outside
world, so that even In urgent cases It Is
Impossible to see him.

'A mad waste of tremendous sums oi
money In orgies ana. extravagances m
carrying out the fancies of 'Mashka' Is
also being accomplished by tnese pro-

tectors' of Semlnoff, who frequently got
their leader drunk In order to secure his
signature to monstrous orders of execu-

tions and seizure, orders of which he has
not the least suspicion when his debauch
Is over. Many of these nave piacea largu
sums of public money to their own ac-

count In Japan, and more than one has
already disappeared from tne circia 10

land In Japan for a protracted stay, with
'Illness' advanced as an excuse.

Killing Foes ni Bolshevik!.
"Some of the members of the Inner

circle, such as Tirbakb, Lvov, Kryjanov-sk- y

and Stcpanoff, aro pure and simple
executioners and hangmen. Under the
claim that they were Bolshevikl these
men have executed many loyal adherents
of Semlnoff whom they did not happen
to like.

"Semlnoffs Intelligence department
was headed by a certain Fricdrlcns, a
man notorious In Chita as a pervert, wno

and women for the purpose
of torturing them to gratify his low de

sires. Finally even Semlnotrs oanaiis
found this man Impossible and they ar-

rested him and forced his dismissal."
Such, according to this confidential re

port, was the Ataman aeminou, u
dictator, who held the power of life and
death over a population of many hun
dreds of thousands In all tne vast terri-
tory between Lake Baikal and the
Pacific, a man who came within
measurable distance of establishing his
own kingdom In that rich section of the
world under the protection of the army

of Japan and who, at one time,
threatened to Involve the Kolchak forces
In a war, first with the Americans and
then with the army of the Czechs.

To-da- y he Is being hunted from one

refuge In the Baikal Mountains to an-

other, with his forces dwindling, while
his mistress, "Mashka, the Gypsy." has
just been placed under arrest at Harbin
on a charge of attempting to smuggle
gold bullion out of tho country. This
modern Jezebel, escorted by a body-

guard of the former Semlnoff ring,
tried to slip past the customs guard
with a thousand pounds avoirdupois of
the precious metal distributed among her
vnrioua pieces of baggage, this being a
part of the loot taken by Semlnoff from
Omsk. Against her own violent protests
and the indignant exclamations of her
Mpnrts that a lady should bo treated
with such indignity, the Soviet officials
at Harbin Insisted upon searching her
various trunks, locating five little boxes
with th bullion.

A shore time ago when Semlnoffs
tnr was In the ascendant It was re

reliable authority that he had
on deposit In various personal accounts
with' Tokio banks a total of thirty mill
ion yen, sent to Japan as a sheet anchor
against misfortune. From all appear-

ances Just now Semlnoff will never llvt
to draw a check against a fcenny 0t this

J fortune.

Gen. Seminoff, the free lance leader Ivy de Ver-- HHi!HHat her on which is the mask of her husband, Capt. HJHHPH HHHHVesey Davoren, the first example of her new style of portrait- - fKy- HHure. Below The mask of The O'Davoren. Mg" KIHHIbiHIHHH
'
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OLD COLONY CLUB

TO AID U. S. TRADE

Corporation Will Establish
Headquarters in Many

European Cities.

Special Cable Despatch to Tni Six ad New
Yobs Hesild, Copyright, IKO, by Tat Scs
.asd New Yoik Heeald.
London, May 8. The American "Old

Colony" international Corporation has
begun an ambitious scheme for tho de-

velopment of American business In

Europe. A London hotel has been pur-

chased as the home of the first Old

Colony Club In Great Britain. Mean-

while spacious apartments have been
taken In Pall Mall, the heart of London's
fashionable clubland.

Similar clubs are to be established In

Antwerp and most of the European
capitals, Liverpool, Glasgow and the
larger Polish provincial towns. They
aro intended to serve as social and busi
ness rendezvous for Americans travelling
In Europe. Also these Old Colony clubs
will play the part of financiers and
bankers. In that they will undertake to
take care of the needs of Americans
travelling In Europe even to the extent
of finding hotel accommodations, legal
aid, baggage lnsuranco and medical
advice.

A system of" International travellers,'
checks also has been evolved. These
checks, which will be Issued upon the
deposit of United States Government
bonds as collateral, will be convertible
Into cash at Old Colony clubs through
out Europe.

"Old Colony clubs will provide Amer-
icans vlsltlne In England with close
contact with all phases of English life
and- commerce," said William A. Read.
managing director of the organization.
v;ho Is now In London. "For the use of
business men we have started a special
Information bureau to supply facts aliout
technical and Industrial affairs, lists of
leading firms In every lino of commercial
activity and directors of hotels, rallrcads
and steamship lines all over tho world."

BRITON TELLS WHAT
WOMAN OF 21 IS

Advances His Reasons Against
Equal Suffrage.

Special Cable Deipatch to Tn Sc.v and New
Yobk Herald. Copyright, 19a), by toe Scn
and New Yobk Hebald.
Lond6n, May 8. In the recent debate

In the House of Commons on the Labor
party's bill granting franchise to women
on the same terms as to men, Col.
Archer-Shc- o declared that a woman Just
become of age is

Captlvatlngly 1 capricious,
Fascinatingly futile,
Irresistibly Irrational,
Ingenuously Inelfperlcnccd,
Politically pusillanimous.
"Wholly and charmingly Incompre

hensible.
For these reasons the Colonel did not

nant a woman to have her noso In poli-

tics until she knew what she was about

EEVEAI OLD PICTURES,

Can Be Used to Examine "Works

Painted Over. .

Special Cable Deipatch to Thb Sew and New
Yobx Hebald. Copyright, 193, by Tat Sc.i
and New Yobk Bebald.
London, May 8. Major G. TV. C. dem

onstrated at the Royal Institute that
can be used In the examination

of old' masters which have been paalnted
over by subsequent artttsts. By an y

picture he showed that the figure of tne
Madonna In an old Dutch master wnicn
seemed to be looking at something not
existing In the canvas was actually
looking at a child which had been
painted out

"With the same method he showed that
another Dutch painting representing a
woman" in tho act of. praying had been

1 painted, eves tho porJrlt of fesaoafc.

PARIS SOON TO HAYE 11 , I -

NEW STATE THEATRE f:f
Trocadcro May Bo Converted Mf'

31odci n I la s Bk. as H

Special Cable Despatch to The Sff and New
York Hkbald. Copyright, IKO, by Tus Sux
axd New Yobx HebaLd.
Paris, May 8. To have another

theatre In Paris the Budget
Commission of Fine Arts has proposed
to grant an Initial aid of 100,000 francs
for the development of popular plays
in the Trocadcro. that massive building
dominating the banks of the Seine op-

posite the Eiffel Tower.
The project Is arousing much com-

ment In artistic circles, where It Is re-

called that the strike at the Opera last
year was due to the Inability of the
Stite to raise tho salaries of the musi-
cians and ;enc shifters. There Is,
therefore, legitimate wonder as to how
tho State expects to And the funds to
remodel the stage of the Trocadero so
that It will accommodate big produc-
tions.

There are already four State theatres
In Paris, none of 'which Is bringing- - In
remarkable profits, but the Fine Arts
commission. contends that this Is another
reason for the new venture, which will
appeal to a clientele hitherto not reached
by the Opera, tho Comedie Francalse,
the Odeon or the Opera Comlnue.

This popular theatre, like the others
which aro subsidized, is tobe provided
With a large foyer, which will be avail-
able for art exhibitions and also for
benefit performances for recognized char-
ities. But the main effort will be the
production of new plays by French au-

thors which deal lightly with modern
problems but not necessarily confined to
senseless musical comedy. The project's
strongest appeal consists In the assur-
ance of a greatly reduced admission
price, for other theatres are charging
three times as much as In pre-w- days.

PROMISE TO REBUILD
FRANCE IN 3 YEARS

Experts Hope to Restore
Devastated Region.

Special Cable Deipatch to The Six and New
Yobk HebaId. Copyright. 1K0, by Tat 8cs
and New Yobk Hebald.
Paris, May 8. For the first time since

the armistice France Is approaching the
problem of rebuilding her deVastated re-

gions In a businesslike manner. Jean
Pgler, Minister of the Liberated Re-

gions, has formed a council of experts
who will direct the handling of ma-

terials, manual labor and transport In
connection with the actual work of re-

construction. Sf. Ogler criticising the
former Ministry, said that the service
was swayed too much by politicians, but
now would bo placed under sixteen prac-

tical architects, engineers and con-

tractors, nlded by the Deputies of the
liberated regions.

These men will not attempt to Inter-
fere with individual action, but. on the
contrary will encourage It giving ad-

vance Information where materials and
labor are most available.

Jf. Ogler will be assisted by. Jr. e,

formerly a Senator and at one
time Minister of Public Works. The
Minister of the Liberated Regions prom-

ises to bring back the devastated terri-
tory to its pre-w- ar state within three
years If the Government wilt give rea-

sonable economic relief which will en-

able the workers to maintain their fam-lll-

amid the shell torn ruins.

BANISH HATS TO EIGHT COST.

Wealthy Spaniards Also Join Move
to "Wear Sandals.

Cordoba, Spain, May 8. A mov-
ement started In tho surrounding dis
trict among tho wealthier people, to
en without hats and abo to wear san
dais made of hemp, In protest against
high prices, is spreading throughout
southern Spain,

Hundreds have Joined the silent dem
onstratloD. 'which Is causing consider
Afcla perturb&tjAOr mms tradcwien.
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BANK OF ENGLAND

WILL BE REBDILT

Old Lady of Thrcadnccdlc
Street long Has Outgrown

Her Quarters.

Special Cable Deipatch to Tnt Srx and New
Yobk Hebald. Copyright, 1S, by Tbe scn
and New Yobk Hebald.
London, May 8. Probably the great-

est shock London has felt since tho end
of the war- - was produced by the an
nouncement that "The Old Lady of
Threadneedlo Street" Is to be rebuilt.

The Bank of England has outgrown
the one storied building with Us black
"porticos, familiar to many Americans,
and is to be reconstructed as a won-
derful architectural monument, seven
stories in height Owing to the pres-
ent grave shortage of business offices In
tho City 'of London, however, tho re-

construction will not bo commenced
for some time. Tho governors, It is
said, aro hesitating also for fear that
such wholesale removal- - would dislo-
cate the bank's business.

"With the additional financial business
caused by tho war and tho Issuo of the
various war loans the bank staff has
Increased many times over. This ne-

cessitated the taking over of numerous
adjoining buildings for temporary use.
It Is noiy desired to unite all these
scattered departments under one roof.

The Bank of England Is tho oldest in
Europe, for It was founded by an act
of Parliament in 1651, by William Pat-
terson, a merchant from Dumfries.
Sir John Soannes modelled tho building
upon the classic lines of the Templo of
the Sibyls In Tivoll, Italy. The orig-
inal building was erectcdi by George
Simpson In ITS.

PARISIAN EPICURES
FEAST ON A LIONESS

Circus Animals and African
Camels Used for Food.

Special Cable Deipatch to Tat Scn and Nbw
Yoik Hebald, Copyright, 1KO, by Tut Scn
and New Yobk Uibald.
Paris, May 8. The .Parisian epicures

aro having: a novel experience thcso
days In sampling tho flesh of animals
not usually used for food. Last week
a huge lioness belonging to a theatrical
company was killed and Its choice cuts
sold In tho open market at ten francs
a pound.

Camel's meat Is to be sold now, and
very likely continued shipments of
humped cows from French colonies will
be arranged! for If the public approves
of the new food. The best cuts, tho
butchers assert, will bo cheaper than
the corresponding cuts of beef, and
travellers In Africa consider this meat
more pleasant to tho taste and equally
as nutritious.

The animals now being slaughtered
belonged to a circus, which obtained
them from tho Paris Zoo In exchange
for a boa constrictor. The management
of the" circus, however, not being ablo to
stand tho expense of thirty francs a
dav for hav nnd grain, decided to dis
pose of the beasts and bought another
boa. which Is satisfied with a ration of

BELASCO ON WAY TO

U.S. WITH NEW PLAYS

Expects to Tlcase American
Theatregoers With His

Foreign Selections.

Special Cable Deipatch to Tat Scn and New
Yobk Herald. Copyright, 15M, by Tat Sex
and New Yobk Hebald.
London, May 8. Among the passen

gers who will arrive In America by the
steamship Baltic of the Whlto Star line
aro David Belasco and Mme. Ivy de
Verley, wlfo of Capt. Vesey Davoren,

and who Is the originator of tho pastel
"livlnK mask," which has attracted
much attention from artists In London.

Tho Baltic was scheduled to steam from
Liverpool last Wednesday but was de

layed.
Mr. Belasco Is returning home after a

trip to London and Paris, whero ho ob
talned new productions for tho United
States. Before leaving here he ex
pressed confidence that tho plays he had
found would please American theatre
goers. While in London and Paris he saw
most of the plays now running In these
cities.

Mme. do Verley has 'created what
might be called a new art in that she
has revived the painting of masks, of
which nothing has been heard in Eng
land, except the waxen ones, since tne
eighteenth century, when La Tour made
a crayon mask of Voltaire. Her first
work In this line was a mask ot her
husband, who was a Captain In the
Seventh Suffolks and, was wounded at
Loos. Slnco then she has made pastel
masks of many well known men and
women. In painting that of Capt. Da-

voren she posed him behind a pair of
curtains, between which he thrust his
head.

Thcso masks have provoked much
comment Some persons have referred
to them as "a soulless travesty of art"
Others havo praised them. In any
event, tho eyes that look out from these
masks have a weird, uncanny quality
and seem to follow your every move-
ment, answer yqur every thought. There
is something sinister about mem.

Mme. do Verley will go to California.
wheie sho will Join her husband, who
la now on tho Pacific coast acting In the
"movies." Sho expects to do portraits
and masks of celebrated American mo
tion picture actors and actresses while
In California.

'MAISON DU MARIAGE'
PROPOSED IN FRANCE

New Angle Taken to Check
Population s Decrease.

Special Cable Deipatch to Tni Srx and New
Yobk Hebald. Copyright, 1M0, by Tat Scn
and New Yobk Hebald.
Paris, May 8. Tho question of taxing;

bachelora In Franco has received a new
Impetus by various organized movements
seeking to overcome the shrinking of
tho population. It Is now proposed to
create a "Maison du Marlage," where
couples desiring to avoid the tax can
meet and better appreclato their mutual
frailties.

A demonstration in favor of the recog-

nition of such an institution by the State
.ttracted tho attention of many Senators,
as well aa many leading figures in the
Parisian political and social life. Louis
Martin, Senator from tho Var. deploring
the diminution of the birth rate in
France, urged tho Government to spare
no effort in convincing the younger gen-

eration that tho ancient doctrine of celib
acy is no longer patriotic. Ho declared
that ho would Introduce In the Senate
a ain to this end at the next session.

Mme. Carmen Falk, president of the
French feminist movement; M. Bonzon
of the Court of Appeals, and the noted
scientist Dr. Bertlllon are among the
latest to unite in tho appeal to the
French nubile that more children- are
essential If France is to retain her post

lOsat da macUL Affair

Predicts Eulir Coal Fields

Will Be Occupied if
Berlin Enters Parley.

FRANKFORT REHEARSAL

German Pcaco Envoy Keeps

Up Campaign for Threat to

Break Off Relations.

By HAYMOND SWING.

Staff Correipondent of Tnt Son and New
Yobk Hebald, Copyright, iw, oy 'ahi aon
Axn New York Herald.
Berlin, May 7 (delayed). Baron von

Lcrsner, formerly chairman or tne
German peace delegation, continues

his campaign to havo tho Gov

ernment threaten to Break off diplomatic
relations with the Entente Allies in case
ihcv occupy additional uerman terri
tory. Ho has published an article In
which ho declares:

Tho' new note from San Rcmo, in pro
claiming tho allied rlglU of occupation, is
an attempt to make a new and serious
point which Is In violation of the treaty
rights of the nation.

This new wronir means that the urn
Uh and the Italian statesmen bowed be
fore M llerand in San nemo and gave
the illegal occupation of Frankfort and
Darmstadt the r belated approval. An
attempt Is made to servo up this breach
of the peace and a new one is conienv
plated as tastefully as possioic, in mat
the Allies invite tho heads of the Ger
man Government to direct negotiations.
That Is the bait.

"Is the Entente calculating correctly?

Makes a Prediction.
'The ouestlon now is. will Germany

accept the invitation issued in the In
terests as announced, in violation oi
right If so, then aa certainly as two
times two make four, the coal news
of tho Ruhr will be occupied at the next
opportunity, in any event before next
winter occupied, perhaps, for decades.

"The occupation of Frankfort was
dress rehearsal to see how the German
Government would accept the Invasion,
The rehearsal went superbly for our op-

ponents. The German Government did
not find the ono, the only correct an
swerbreak off relations with France.

"Had this answer been given, tl)e
Entente never could have proclaimed
these new reservations, slnco the fulfil-

ment of the Versailles treaty Is pri-

marily u question of Germany's good
will."

Question of Indemnity.
The correspondent of This Scn And

New York Herald has found few per-
sons who would Hazard a statement on
what Germany could pay in reparations
to the Allies, although he gathered the
Impression that Premier Lloyd George'o
figure of two billion pounds sterling
would be difficult to meet and that If
the Germans themselves set tho figure
It woukl be lower. He also asked what
answer to the other two questions
ascribed to Premier Lloyd George Chan-
cellor Mueller might give at Spa.

Tho first of thee questions was. Why
has Germany so often' violated the
treaty? The second was, What guaran-
tee can Germany give against further
violations? The replies were those
usually received here namely, because
the treaty makes Impossible demands,
and, secondly, it Is the German good will
to do the best under the circumstances.

One finds here little faith that the Spa
conference will bring any particular im
provement In conditions in Germany
and frequently encounters the attitude
that the meeting will be just one of the
moves In the chess game being played
by Great Britain and France, wherein
Germany will be called to tell the
French what the British have been say-
ing all along: namely, that Germany Is
unable to pay the Indemnity without first
having economic aid.

FRENCH AMBASSADOR
OFF TO BERLIN SOON

Maurice Herbette Had Busy
Career in Foreign Office.

Special Cable Deipatch to Tnr'Snx and New
obk Hebald, Copyright, WO, by Thi Scn

and New Yobk Hebald.
Paris, May 8. All Indications point to

an early restoration of the fullest diplo-
matic relations between France and Ger-
many, which, .perhaps, will be effected
before Great Britain decides to" replace
her present Charge d'Affalres In Berlin,
Lord Kllmornock, by an ambassador.

France's first post war ambassador to
Germany will bo Maurice Herbette, son
of the French Ambassador to Berlin of
thirty years ago. M. Herbette has had a
busy career In the French Foreign Office,
serving first as chief of the press bureau
and then as chief of the Ministerial Cabl
net. Since the war he has had charge of
rersonneh Also he played an important
part In tho making of the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, being responsible for the clauses
therein relating to private rights.

Aside from his personal connection
with Berlin affairs, M. Herbette has
gained an International reputation as a
l.olitlcal writer, one of his most notable
works being a translation and commen
tary on Prince von Buelow's thesis on
German politics in 1914.

BACK TO THE LAND
MOVE IN FRANCE

Law Proposed to Encourage
Small Farming.

Paris, May 8. Some authorities here
ascribe the shortage of foodstuffs in
France to the loss of a mt'JIon farm
workers during tho war and to the
drafting of an additional 600,000 more
Into city activities and Industries. In
order to remedy the deficiency of farm
labor It Is proposed to pass a law which
will enable farm workers to rent or buy
Bmall tracts of land. This measure has
the hearty support of a large number of
Deputies.

Much opposition Is expected when the
measure Is brought up, especially from
the Socialists, who favor the diminution
or tho elimination of individual property
rights. The proposed law provides tho
Pra ""'and prciercnuai ircamieni 10 Junius
Urge families and veterans of the

Official Figures of .France

Place Strength of Old

Foe at 614,000.

ALLY IS SCEPTICAL

More Talk of Occupation of Ad

ditional Territory Is
Frowned Upon.

Special Cable Deipatch to Tan Sow and New
York Hebald, Copyright, IKO, by tbs bck
and New Yobk lUaiif.
London, May official eye-

brows wore raised at tho otatcmont of

the French Minister of "Wan Andre
Lefevre, that tho German armies have
a strength of 644,000 officers and men.

No secret Is being mado of tho fact

that theso French figures do not con-

form to those in tho possession of the
British. .

In connection with tho official sur-

prise at the French announcement, it
Is understood hero that Marshal Foch
Is coming to London wtlh Premier
Mlllcrand on Tuesday, Immediately,

after tho peaco treaty is handed to the
Turks in Paris, expressly to try to dis-

pel British doubts regarding tho
French War Ministry's) figures on tho
size of tho Germany army.

Both the British Forolgn Office and
No. 10 Downing Street appreciate the
Importance of the Entente Allies going
to Spa with a solid front on all questions
of disarmament and reparations. While
It was reported that Austen Chamber-Iai- n,

Chancellor of the Exchequer, would
go to Spa as 'a member of tho British
delegation, It is now believed, probable
that he will go to Brussels and not to
Spa.

According to competent British opin-

ion, tho French figures on the size of
the German army must be "substantially
written down." The British Information
Is to tho effect that the Reichswehr
numbered 400,000 officers and men and
the Relchsmarlne 12,000 at tho end of
the first year after tho signing of the
armistice.

Aside from these 412,000 soldiers.
which the British believe alone can be
called troops, it is admitted that there
ib an unknown numher ot irregular vol
unteers in Germany.- - However, recent
informatln.mMW&the effect mat
these irregular volunteers are actually
r.o more than badly trained constables.
Furthermore. It is believed here that
desertions and discharges have reduced
the size of tho Reichswehr .and tne
Relchsmarlne since last Npvember.

At the same tlmo It was declared that
the present condition of the German rail
roads makes It impossible ror tne Benin
Government to mobilize a force ot 640,-00- 0

men.
The coming of Premier Mlllerand and

Marshal Foch to London also will bo
welcomed as tending to dispel reports of
an Anelo-Frenc- h spilt The attention of
British officials has been called to these
reports, which appeared In that sama
Section of tho Paris press that pursued
similar tactics before the San Remo con-

ference. M. Sauerweln'a suggestion In
the Matin that If the Spa conference falls
to adopt means of enforcing tho treaty
France will be compelled to rely on her
own means Impliedly, further occupa-

tions of German territory was read
with wry faces on both sides of Down-
ing Street

AUSTRALIA TO HAVE
BIG SHIP FUEL PLANT,

Oil Concern Expects to Sup-

plant American Companies,. ,

Special Cable Deipatch to Tni Scn and New
York Hebald. Copyright, M, otr Tnt 8oK

and New Yobk Hebald.
London, May 8. According to a des-

patch to the London Times from Sydney

several Australian shipping firms ar
completing a scheme for a huge coat

and oil bunkering depot In Sydney,

to be the best In the world In tho

rapid supply of fuel to ehlps. A million
sterling has already been spent for ma-

chinery which Is capable of putting on
ships 1,400 tons of coal an hour.

Steps are also being taken to convert
most of the Australian passenger steam-
ships into oil burners. Foreseeing a
greater demand for oil the Anglo-Persia- n

Oil Company Is seeking permission to
lay pipes to tho chief wharves of the
Australian State capitals. The' States'
are complying with the request, and It Is

epected that the Auglo-Persla- n com-

pany will replace the American corpora-

tions which supply Australia at present.
Meanwhile experts .engaged by the

Anglo-Persia- n company are very busy
seeking oil in Papua, and it Is under-

stood that the commonwealth is trans-
ferring the control of search to the
company, and is also entering In com-

mercial relations wltli It similar to those
enjoyed by Britain.

It Is reported that an Australian
syndicate has Invented a new vegetable
substitute for petrol derived from mo-

lasses, which Is said to bo equal In

power and only half the cost of the
petrol now used.

FINDS BLASPHEMY IN HYMNS.

"Ansllcan Vicar Comments on Les-

sons of "War.

Coins, England, May 8. Some very
strong words about hymns have been
said by the Rev. J. H. Hopklnson, vicar
of Holy Trinity Church here and son of
tho former of Manches-

ter University.
"We havo learned," he says, "that

war Is not a matter of fluttering ban-
ners and clashing swords and beating
drums, but merely a sickening and dirty
butchery of lads in water logged or fly
Infested trenches.

"We shall be less ready than we wera
to compare tho movement of the church
to that of :i victorious army. Hymn
that we could sing untninKingiy uexoro

I ;u:.. i,..vo hMome a lvlnir blasphemy.
Who would now

"
ta Like a miehitf


